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Presented by: Tiffany Wright 

 
 Colonial Wars, before 1775 
 Revolutionary War, 1775-1783 
 Post Revolutionary War, 1784-1811 
 War of 1812, 1812-1815 
 Indian Wars, 1815-1858 
 Mexican War, 1846-1848 
 Civil War, 1861-1865 
 Spanish-American War, 1898-1899 
 Philippine Insurrection, 1899-1902 
 Boxer Rebellion, 1900 
 Mexican Expedition, 1916 
 World War I 
 World War II 
 Korean and after 

Was Grandpa in the 

Military? 

 
Colonists may have served in local militias therefore 

records will not be at the federal level. 

 

 Check with state repositories, libraries, archives and 
societies for records. 

 

 Could be British Records if they were fighting for that 
side. 

Colonial Wars 
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Clues to Military Service 
Federal Census: 1840, 1890, 1910, 1930, 
some state censuses 

Death certificates, cemetery records and 
tombstones 

Diaries, family stories, memorabilia, 
letters, photographs 

Land entry files, naturalization records, 
newspaper articles, obituaries, local 
histories 

 
 Index to Compiled service records of Revolutionary 

War Soldiers (M860): Index covers M881 and M880 

Compiled Service Records of Soldiers Who Served in 
the American Army during the Revolutionary War 
(M881) 

Compiled Service Records of American Naval 
Personnel and Members of the Departments of the 
Quartermaster General and the Commissary General 
of Military Forces Who serviced during the 
Revolutionary War (M880) 

 

Revolutionary War  
(1775-1783) 

 

Revolutionary War 

 Revolutionary War 
Rolls, 1775-1783 (M246) 
 On microfilm; 

Ancestry.com 

DAR lineage books and 
website 
 Midwest Genealogy 

Center 

 http://www.dar.org/
library/online_researc
h.cfm  

U.S. Revolutionary War 
Pension and Bounty 
Land Warrant 
Application Files, 1800-
1900 (M805) 

 On microfilm, 
Heritagequest.com 

 (selected files M805) 

 

 

http://www.dar.org/library/online_research.cfm
http://www.dar.org/library/online_research.cfm
http://www.dar.org/library/online_research.cfm
http://www.dar.org/library/online_research.cfm
http://www.dar.org/library/online_research.cfm
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This came from our database 
Heritage Quest.com.   
It is only one of 18 papers that 
was in the file. 

Once you find the widow,  
the numbers will tell you what volume  
To check for your patriot in the patriot  
index. 
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After the Revolutionary War, Congress decided to 

keep some regiments to build a military.  They were 
to serve a one year term. 

Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Soldiers 
Who Served from 1784-1811 (M905) 

 On microfilm, book format 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Revolutionary War 
(1784-1811) 

 

War of 1812 (1812-1815) 

 Index to Compiled 
Service Records of 
Volunteer Soldiers who 
Served during the War of 
1812 (M602)  
 On microfilm and some 

books; Ancestry.com 

 Compiled Service 
Records of Volunteer 
Soldiers who Served 
during the War of 1812 
 Order through the 

NARA 

U.S. War Bounty Land 
Warrants, 1789-1858 
(M848) 

 On microfilm and 
books - not complete; 
Ancestry.com 

War of 1812 Papers, 
1789-1815 (M588) 

 On microfilm; 
Ancestry.com 

 

 

 

Indian Wars 
 U.S. Army Indian Campaign Service Records Index, 1815-1858  
(M629, M243, M256, M907, M908) Ancestry.com 
Index to Soldiers: Midwest Genealogy Center- books in Ready 
    Reference 

 
 
 

 Index to Pension files: Midwest Genealogy Center 
 Books in Ready Reference 

 
 
To order the records, send form 86 to the NARA. 
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Mexican American War 
 Index to Compiled Service Records of Volunteer 

Soldiers Who Served during the Mexican War 
(M616) 

To order the records, send form 86 to the 
NARA. 

Unit Histories available at Midwest 
Genealogy Center on microfiche 

Pension files also available through the 
NARA, form 85. 

 
 Check the indexes for both Union and Confederate when 

service is not known 
 MGC- Ready Reference books,  microfilm, ancestry.com 

 Check the website for Soldier and Sailors 
 http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/  

 Once you find your person, determine if you can get the 
records on microfilm.  If they are not filmed, you will 
have to order them through NARA using form 85. 
 States that have NOT been filmed: AZ, CA, CO, CT, DT, 

DE, DC, IL, IN, IA, KS, ME, MA, MI, MN, NE TER, NV, 
NH, NJ, NY, OH, OR, PA, SC, VT, WA TER, WI, WY TER, 
US Colored troops, Veterans reserve corps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil War 

 

 

 

 
What I know 
 Cyrus Maynard black born about 1846 in Ohio,  

died 24 January 1892 in Daviess County, Missouri 

 

 Through a cemetery book in Daviess County, 
Missouri I found that he was buried in Lile 
Cemetery. 

 

 The tombstone was issued from the military with his 
regiment on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyrus Maynard Black 

http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/
http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss


1/13/2011 

6 

 
Official Records  
 Can be searched at MGC, index in Ready Reference 

 Also online: 
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/search/search_OR.cfm  

 1890 Veterans Census: Consists of states from 
Kentucky and after alphabetically 
 MGC: microfilm, books; Ancestry.com 

Civil War Unit Histories 
 MGC-microfiche; Ancestry.com; Soldiers and sailors 

website 

 

 

 

 

Civil War 

*May not have the 
whole phrase in the 
given results. 

http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/search/search_OR.cfm
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Civil War Pensions are NOT microfilmed 

 Footnote.com is starting to digitize them 

 

An index is available 

 MGC: microfilm, books; ancestry.com 

 

Order through NARA using form 85 

 

Civil War Pensions 
 

 Service Records using form 86, before World War I- 
$25 

 Pension Records using form 85 

 Pre Civil War: $50 

 Civil War and Later: $75 for first 100 pages, $.65 a 
page after (Confederate pension records are state 
records therefore will be located at different 
repositories.) 

 Bounty Land Warrant Application Files: $25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Costs to order through 
NARA 

 
General Index to Compiled Service Records of 

Volunteer Soldiers who Served during the War with 
Spain- Can get this on microfilm through the Family 
History Library 

Various State Indexes on Ancestry.com with no 
images 

 Spanish American War unit histories on microfiche 

 To order service records use NARA form 86 

 Pension Record index for Spanish American War 
through Ancestry.com 

Spanish American War 

http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records.html
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World War I Draft Registration Cards are online 

through Ancestry.com 

MGC has Missouri and Kansas Draft Cards on 
microfilm 

 Records are not filmed and have to be ordered 
through NARA using form 180. 

 Next of Kin (immediate family) may use the online 
form.  Usually free! 

 

 

 

World War I 
 

Ancestry.com has some items about WWII 
 World War II and Korean Conflict Veterans Interred 

Overseas  

 World War II Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard 
Casualties, 1941-1945  

 World War II Prisoners of War, 1941-1946  

 U.S. World War II Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946  

 WWII U.S. Navy Aircraft Carrier Muster Rolls, 1939-1949  

 WWII United News Newsreels, 1942-1946  

 U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World War II 

 
 NARA online indexes and searches 

 http://archives.gov/genealogy/start-
research/website.html  

 Find a grave has many of the gravesites listed for the 
American National Cemeteries 

World War II 
 

 1973 fire: http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-
personnel/fire-1973.html 

 

 

 

 Sometimes all that is available is the DD214 form which is 
the report of separation: 
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-
records/dd-214.html   

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Records 

http://archives.gov/research/order/standard-form-180.pdf
http://archives.gov/genealogy/start-research/website.html
http://archives.gov/genealogy/start-research/website.html
http://archives.gov/genealogy/start-research/website.html
http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html
http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html
http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html
http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html
http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html
http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html
http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/dd-214.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/dd-214.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/dd-214.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/dd-214.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/dd-214.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/dd-214.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/dd-214.html
http://archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
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Courtesy of the Battle Monuments Commission 

 
 Look for an online group for the regiment 
 http://www.91stbombgroup.com/  

Unit Histories 

 Some areas have a monument for soldiers in their 
county 

 Items at a state or county level 

Clubs and organizations 

 

More about World War II 

http://www.91stbombgroup.com/
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Archives.gov 

 
 DAR ancestor and descendant index 

 http://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search/ 

 Heritage Quest from MCPL’s databases 

 www.mymcpl.org; Click on Genealogy; Click on 
Resources for Genealogy and Family History; then 
click on Genealogy Databases; select Heritage Quest 

 NARA online indexes and searches 

 http://archives.gov/genealogy/start-
research/website.html  

 http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/   Ehistory- has some Civil 
War information 

 

 

Resources 

  

http://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search/
http://www.mymcpl.org/
http://archives.gov/genealogy/start-research/website.html
http://archives.gov/genealogy/start-research/website.html
http://archives.gov/genealogy/start-research/website.html
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/
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Soldiers and Sailors of the Civil War 

http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/  

NARA Military Record forms 

http://archives.gov/veterans/military-
service-records/get-service-records.html  

American Battle Monument Commission 

http://www.abmc.gov/home.php  

Ready Reference books at Midwest 
Genealogy Center or try your local 
Genealogy Library 
 

 

 

 

Resources 

 

http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
http://www.abmc.gov/home.php

