FamilySearch Tips—Handout

Five Additional Search Techniques

With Diane Loosle

Overview

This handout provides information about using alternative search techniques in FamilySearch.

Conducting a Basic Search

A basic search in FamilySearch involves
inputting a name in the search fields and
clicking Search. However, this may not yield the
information you are want. Below are five search
techniques that may get you to the right record.

1. Narrow the Search with Filters

After you conduct a search, you can filter your
results according to the following kinds of records:

e Birth date and place

e Marriage date and place

e Residence date and place

e Death date and place

e Other event date and place (such as
immigration, military service, etc.)

e Gender

e Category (record type)

Filters are located on the left side of the list of
search results. Here’s how you use them:

1. In the search field, enter information about
the person you want to find, and click
Search.

2. Review your search results, and decide
exactly what kind of record you want to
find.

3. Click the filter type that you want to apply.
For example, click Birth Place.

You can learn more about filters by going to this
web address:
https://www.familysearch.org/node/1144
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2. Use Wildcards

A wildcard search uses symbols to replace any
single or character or series of characters in a
search. Wildcards can improve your search results
if you only know some of the characters in a name

ic:lrepl-ace. For example th-e unknown characters-are Whore ntha Wordd s Hampton Smith?
gible on a record, or if a name was spelled in

various ways. Wildcards broaden your search to
account for these types of variations. You can use = Problem—Searched for Hampton Smith
the following wildcards: of Anderson County, S.C. in the 1900
U.S. census without success

? Use this wildcard to represent any one character.
* Use this wildcard to represent zero or more

= Solution—Search using the wild card *
characters.

Ham™ Smith

You can also use both wildcards in the same
search. However, to use a wildcard, the word must = Found “Hamp Smith” among the entries

have at least three other letters:

Works: Joh*
Does not work: Jo*
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results, you can add or change one or two pieces
of information with each new search. This will
allow you to search more records may help you get
to the one you want.
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4. Add a Life Event

You can also narrow your searches to specific life
events, such as births, marriages, and deaths.

Enter an individual’s birth and death information to
identify when and where he or she lived. If you are

adding an individual’s children or parents, you
should also indicate whether the relationship was
biological or not. Here are some factors to
consider when adding life events:

e Dates, places, and relationships can help
distinguish individuals who have the same
or similar names.

e You can use dates and places to more
accurately search for individuals.

e Knowing when and where an individual
lived can help you understand what his or
her life might have been like.

e Knowing when and where an individual
lived can also help you find records that
may contain more information about him
or her.

5. Browse Images

Some collections are tagged as Browse Images.
These collections contain images but no index.
The images have been grouped, often by localities
and record types known as waypoints, instead of
being searchable by name. Waypoints are used to
create a logical hierarchy for a record collection.

For example, a census would most likely be broken

into counties before cities so that the records can

be located when an index is not available. Records

may be waypointed by town, parish, year range,
and then record type. When browsing a collection,
the waypoint trail appears at the top of the page
and can be used to navigate to earlier levels of
waypoints (to move from parish to parish, for
instance).
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Search Historical Record Collections 15 collections
Callection name Q * = Recently added or updated
Titlew Records Last Updated
Germany Rirths and Baptisms, 1558-1898 37,645,680 21 Ocr 2011
Place
Germany Deaths and Burials, 15821958 3,507,357 27 Sep 2011
v Europe (15)
v Germany (15) x Germany Marriages, 1558-1924 7,201,743 27Sep 2011
Mo further place fifters found
I8 Germany, Baden, Church Book Duplicates, 1810-1869 107,547 16 May 2011
Date
_ Germany, Bavaria, Niirdlingen Miscellaneous City Records, Erowse Images 14 Nov 2011
» Pre 1700 (5) B 001943
» 1700 - 1743 (5)
1750 - 1799 () Germany, Eranclenburg and Pasen, Church Baok Duplicates, 1,642,557 50ct 2011
» 1800 - 1843 (11 1794-1874
» 1850 - 1898 (11
» 1900 - 1948 (5) Germany, Bremen Passenger Departure Lists, 1904-1914 44,315 23 Feb 2011
» 1950 to present (1)
B Germany, Hessen, Darmstadt City Records Browse Images 18 Nov 2010
Collections
_ Germany, Luchwigshafen Church Record Extractions and Family Browse Images 14 0ct 2010
» Census & Lists (3) Registers
» Eirth, Marriage, & Death (9)
» Prabate & Court (1) I Germany, Mecklenburg-Schwerin Census 1867 Browse Images 9 May 2011
» Migration & a
» Other (1) I8 Germany, Mecklenburg-Schwerin Census, 1890 94,251 23 Feb 2011
I8 Cermany, Mecklenburg-Schwerin Census, 1600 733,518 4 Jan 2011
Availability
I Cermany, Pamerania Church Recards, 1544-1945 Erowse Images 14 Jul 2011
[T Show only collections with
images. I Germany, Westfalen, Minden Citizen Lists, 1574-1902 14,707 11 Jul 2011
Browse Images 26 Oct 2011

= Germany, Wurttemberg, Schwabisch Hall, Probate Records,
B .
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