
  

Vital record:  

A document created at birth,  

marriage, death, or other  

significant events.  Includes  

important information about dates 

and locations. 

  

Episode 14:  

Understand how records 

are created 

5 Minute Challenge—Evaluate what you 

have discovered! 

Steps: 

1. Review the facts about your ancestor. 

2. Summarize what you’ve learned about your research 

question. 

3. Compare new information you’ve discovered with 

what you’ve already written down about your family. 

4. Decide which  

information is  

correct. 

 

 

 

 

Helpful hints: 

Often there will be information you will not understand 

the first time you look at a record. 

 Keep at it!  Look for one piece of information at a time. 

Carefully evaluating what you find will help you: 

 -Verify what you already know. 

 -Find new information and questions. 

Enjoy piecing together the story of your ancestor’s life! 
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