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Livery Companies of London –  What they are ~ Their role in History ~ 
Who joined them ~ Their records and what difference their use can 
make in studying family history.  Related organizations will be clarified 
and additional resources will be covered. 
 
 

1155 Charter ~ Worshipful Company of Weavers 
The oldest recorded City Livery Company. 
 
 
WHAT THEY ARE. . . . 
The development of trades & crafts can be understood by studying the livery companies 
of London.  As these self-governing guild organizations emerged in the 1100s they 
became part of the economic structure in England and served a multi-faceted role in 
politics and society over hundreds of years.  Livery companies have particular historical 
value from the earliest known chartered company of Weavers in 1155 into the 1700s when 
over 80 such organizations functioned.  While there are just over 100 London livery 
companies known today, the 1700’s ended the greatest period of economic and historical 
influence due to the changing role of these companies.  Thru the 1700s company members 
represented the business interests of what we would refer to today as an industry.  The 
most prominent and influential livery companies were termed, ”The Great Twelve” 
distinguished from all other such companies known as the “minor companies”.  In either 
case, the organization’s membership represented unique craft and merchant business 
trade interests. (See page 4.) 
 
ROLE IN HISTORY. . . . 
Derived from mutual protection societies that provided fraternity, early guilds or 
companies eventually could be recognized by the Crown with charters that formally gave 
them entitlements and defined their duties and responsibilities.  As they progressed, 
mercantile, political and social interests both in London and in the building of the empire 
were facets of the role fulfilled by Livery company members.  Each company’s commercial 
interests were of importance to London’s ruling leaders so members were included in the 
City’s decision-making infrastructure as part of the governing body.  Their influence was 
even more intertwined in the City’s functioning with company members providing the pool 
from which the Lord Mayor was selected.  Specific to Livery companies, once a person 
was granted freedom of the Company, the Lord Mayor could then grant the person the 
privilege of freedom of the City. Once this rite of passage was attained, members could 
then practice business, and elect and be elected as Common Councilmen and Alderman.  
It was common for the reigning Monarch to also look to the company and their members 
for financing and support of ventures for exploration and colonization throughout the 
world.  Through their involvement with the City, they were given special consideration and 
civic privileges in return.  Also, thru membership in trading companies, another type of 
organization, Livery company members gained further opportunities to promote business 
and personal interests.  It was not uncommon for a trade company to receive entitlements 
by being given sole trading rights for specific commodities relative to a country or a 
colony thereby adding to a freeman’s business prospects and advantages.  
 
WHO JOINED THEM. . . . 
Livery Company membership was essential to practice business in London.  Members 
were craftsmen and tradesmen representing a range of social classes including gentry. 
The choice to join and move up in the ranks of the company was influenced by cost of 



admission, livery fees and civic responsibilities one could anticipate fulfilling.  To practice 
business in London, admission to “freedom” of the city was attainable only by (1) 
completion of apprenticeship (servitude); (2) being a child of a freeman (patrimony); or (3) 
purchase or gift (redemption). Only in one of these instances could a man (21 years being 
the minimum age) become a citizen of London.  Apprentices could be ages 11 to 21 with 
the average age beginning at 14.  After 7 years an apprentice, admitted as a member of the 
company, was eligible to apply to the City of London Court of Common Council or the 
Court of Alderman for admission to the “freedom”, and if approved, required to make oath 
to both the Sovereign and the Lord Mayor of London.  Depending on the company, 
estimates have been given that 20-30% of company members were from London with the 
balance coming from shires to live in London.  Women joined as widows of members or as 
daughters by patrimony.  In some cases members were from countries outside of England.   
 
LIVERY COMPANY RECORDS. . . . 
Livery company records can provide rich details of interest to the genealogist.  Knowledge 
of the company organization, member roles and status, and the nature of records and their 
content will help clarify their value in family history. This information should be studied 
within the context of London and records about its residents and history as found in 
collections of the City of London Corporation, Guildhall, London Metropolitan Archive, 
Society of Genealogists, TNA The National Archives and the LDS Family Search Family 
History Library.  Each has an on-line catalogue and in some cases searchable abstracts or 
digitized records available.   Comparisons of holdings should be made for thorough 
record coverage and complete record access.   
 
Company Information   Each company has a governmental framework based on charters, 
ordinances, grants, etc.  The Court of Assistants is the governing body and specific roles 
emerge for those who have progressed from an apprentice to freeman to livery member. 
Roles are mentioned throughout records so familiarization with them can be helpful in 
studying record content particularly as it relates to the nature of the contribution of one’s 
ancestors.  Additional membership categories will be presented.  Refer to websites of 
some company’s to also learn more. 
 
Record Categories  These form the basis of classification schemes in which records can 
be accessed from repositories.  Knowledge of these categories will help narrow down 
record search choices.  General categories cover: 
 

 

Constitutionality 
 

Financial Trade/Craft/Professional  
 

 

Governance 
 

Administrative and Legal  
 

 

Membership 
 

 

Charitable Gifts & Property 
 

 

Using Livery Company Records    
 

STEP 1    Study Livery company record content.   
STEP 2    Examine non-livery company apprenticeship records. 
STEP 3    Study the findings in conjunction with non-apprenticeship records 
                related  to London and its inhabitants.   
 

(Specific record features and their implications for family history will be presented.) 
 

Livery Company Records 
 

Freedom Admission Registers & Indexes   ~   Alphabetical Lists of Freemen  
Apprenticeship Binding Books    ~   Alphabetical Lists of Apprentices 

Quarterage Books      ~      Court Minutes        ~        Accounts       ~      Orphan’s Tax Books 



Non-Livery Company Apprenticeship Records & Related Resources 
 

Apprenticeship City & Country Registers (Stamp Duty Books- Stamp Duty Commissioners) 
Register’s of the Clerk of the Chamberlain’s Court, Corporation of London 

Local and Charity Records 
War Office/Admiralty/ Registrar General of Shipping & Seamen  

Board of Trade/Poor Law Union Papers 
 

Non-Apprenticeship Records About London & Its Inhabitants 
 

Records of the City Freedom  
Poll Books 

Common Hall Register 
Parish Records  

London Citizens, Aldermen, Common Councilmen 
Orphan’s Recognizances & Tax Books 

& more. . .  
________ 

  

RReellaatteedd  OOrrggaannzzaattiioonnss  
  

TTrraaddee  CCoommppaanniieess          ~~            IInnnnss  ooff  CCoouurrtt            ~~            SShhiirree  gguuiillddss            ~~              EEuurrooppeeaann  GGuuiillddss  
__________ 

 
 

  RReessoouurrcceess,,  FFaammiillyy  HHiissttoorryy  SSttuuddyy  EExxaammpplleess  &&  AAcckknnoowwlleeddggmmeennttss  
  
  
  

RReessoouurrcceess  
  

AApppprreennttiicceess  ooff  GGrreeaatt  BBrriittaaiinn  IInnddeexx,,  11771100--11777744..  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  GGeenneeaallooggiissttss..  ((iinnddeexxeess  SSttaammpp  DDuuttyy  rreeccoorrddss  iinn  
TThhee  NNaattiioonnaall  AArrcchhiivveess))  
  

AApppprreennttiicceesshhiipp  RReeccoorrddss..  IInn--DDeepptthh  RReesseeaarrcchh  GGuuiiddeess..  TThhee  NNaattiioonnaall  AArrcchhiivveess..  
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..nnaattiioonnaallaarrcchhiivveess..ggoovv..uukk//rreeccoorrddss//rreesseeaarrcchh--gguuiiddeess//aapppprreennttiicceesshhiipp--rreeccoorrddss..hhttmm  
  
TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  LLIIVVEERRYY  CCOOMMPPAANNIIEESS  AAnndd  RReellaatteedd  OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonnss..  AA  gguuiiddee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  aarrcchhiivveess  iinn  GGuuiillddhhaallll  
LLiibbrraarryy..    GGuuiillddhhaallll  RReesseeaarrcchh  GGuuiiddeess  33..  cc..GGuuiillddhhaallll  LLiibbrraarryy..  33rrdd  eedd..  11998899..    OOuutt--ooff--PPrriinntt..  
  
GUILDHALL LIBRARY MANUSCRIPTS SECTION. Leaflet Guides to Records:  
 

SEARCHING FOR MEMBERS OR THOSE APPRENTICES TO MEMBERS OF CITY OF 
LONDON LIVERY COMPANIES http://www.history.ac.uk/gh/livapp.htm      
SOURCES FOR TRACING APPRENTICESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP IN CITY LIVERY 
COMPANIES AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS   http://www.history.ac.uk/gh/livdet.html  
LLIIVVEERRYY  CCOOMMPPAANNYY  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  GGUUIIDDEE..  GGuuiillddhhaallll  MMaannuussccrriippttss  SSeeccttiioonn..  LLoonnddoonn,,  EEnnggllaanndd..  
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..hhiissttoorryy..aacc..uukk//gghh//lliivviinnttrroo..hhttmm        hhttttpp::////wwwwww..hhiissttoorryy..aacc..uukk//gghh//lliivvlliisstt..hhttmm      
  
LLIIVVEERRYY  CCOOMMPPAANNIIEESS  DDAATTAABBAASSEE..    HHoosstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  FFiisshhmmoonnggeerrss’’  CCoommppaannyy..    
hhttttpp::////8811..113300..221133..116633::88000022//ccggii--bbiinn//llccll..eexxee    
  
"LONDON CITIZENS 1550-1603," R. M. Benbow, un-published, available at the Corporation of London Records 
Office:  
  

LONDON LIVERY COMPANY APPRENTICESHIP REGISTERS. Cliff Webb. 
See also “British Origins London Apprenticeship Abstract Database” 1442-1850  http://originsnetwork.com/ 
(a fee based database of apprenticeship records for livery companies extracted by Cliff Webb) 
 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/apprenticeship-records.htm�
http://www.history.ac.uk/gh/livapp.htm�
http://www.history.ac.uk/gh/livdet.html�
http://www.history.ac.uk/gh/livintro.htm�
http://www.history.ac.uk/gh/livlist.htm�
http://81.130.213.163:8002/cgi-bin/lcl.exe�
http://originsnetwork.com/�


  

FFaammiillyy  HHiissttoorryy  SSttuuddyy  EExxaammpplleess  
  

  
AArrcchhddaalleess,,  CCoommbbss  &&cc..  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  LLoonnddoonn    
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ccoommbbss--ffaammiilliieess..oorrgg//ccoommbbss//rreeccoorrddss//eennggllaanndd//llnndd//iinnddeexx..hhttmmll  
  
EEaarrllyy  CCoommbbss  &&cc..  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  LLoonnddoonn  ((pprree--11550000))    
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ccoommbbss--ffaammiilliieess..oorrgg//ccoommbbss//rreeccoorrddss//eennggllaanndd//llnndd//eeaarrllyy..hhttmm    
  
AArrcchhddaallee,,  CCoommbbss  &&cc..  FFrreeeeddoomm  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  aanndd  tthhee  LLoonnddoonn  LLiivveerryy  CCoommppaanniieess..    
  http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/lnd/freedom.htm 
  
  

CCOOMMBB,,  CCOOMMBBEERR,,  AARRCCHHDDAALLEE,,  LLOOVVEETTTT  &&cc..  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrsshhiippffuull  DDrraappeerrss  CCoommppaannyy  ooff  LLoonnddoonn..  
http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/drapers.htm 
 
Combs-Coombs &c London Livery Company Records:An Introduction  
http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/lnd/livery.htm 
 
Combs-Coombs &c London Livery Company, Guild & Professional Organization Records Organized 
by Company/Guild/Profession  
http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/lnd/livery02.htm  
  
 
 
 
  
  

AAcckknnoowwlleeddggmmeennttss  
  
TTHHEE  WWOORRSSHHIIPPFFUULL  CCOOMMPPAANNYY  OOFF  WWEEAAVVEERRSS..  hhttttpp::////wwwwww..wweeaavveerrss..oorrgg..uukk//  
    
  

SSppeecciiaa ll  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  PPeenneellooppee  FFuusssseellll ,,  AArrcchhiivviisstt,,   TThhee  DDrraappeerrss ’’  CCoommppaannyy  ffoorr  hheerr  iinnppuuttss ..   

  

http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/lnd/index.html�
http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/lnd/early.htm�
http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/lnd/freedom.htm�
http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/drapers.htm�
http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/lnd/livery.htm�
http://www.combs-families.org/combs/records/england/lnd/livery02.htm�
http://www.weavers.org.uk/�


1. Mercers                           77..MerchantTaylors    
2. Grocers              8. Haberdashers       
3. Drapers                           99..  Salters   
4. Fishmongers    10.Ironmongers       
5. Goldsmiths   1111..Vintners    
6. Skinners         12.Clothworkers     

 

TThhee   
TTWWEELLVVEE    
GGRREEAATT    
LLIIVVEERRYY    
CCOOMMPPAANNIIEESS  
BByy  ..DD..  MMoorrttoorrffff  cc..22000099  
  

~~        TThhee  MMiinnoorr  CCoommppaanniieess      ~~  
  

AAccttuuaarriieess  
AAiirr  PPiilloottss  &&  NNaavviiggaattoorrss  
AAppootthheeccaarriieess              

AArrbbiittrraattoorrss  
AArrmmoouurreerrss  &&  BBrraassiieerrss        

BBaakkeerrss  ((wwhhiittee))          
BBaarrbbeerrss  ((ssuurrggeeoonnss))      

BBaasskkeettmmaakkeerrss        
BBllaacckkmmiitthhss          

BBoowwyyeerr            
BBrreewweerrss          

BBrrooddeerreerrss          
BBuuiillddeerrss’’  MMeerrcchhaannttss    
BBuuttcchheerrss        
CCaarrmmeennss        

CCaarrppeenntteerrss        
CChhaarrtteerreedd  AAccccoouunnttaannttss  
CChhaarrtteerreedd  AArrcchhiitteeccttss  
CChhaarrtteerreedd  SSeeccrreettaarriieess  
CChhaarrtteerreedd  SSuurrvveeyyoorrss  
CClloocckkmmaakkeerrss        

CCooaacchhmmaakkeerrss  &&  CCooaacchh  HHaarrnneessss  
MMaakkeerrss     

CCoommbbmmaakkeerrss        
CCoonnssttrruuccttoorrss  

CCooookkss          
CCooooppeerrss        

CCoorrddwwaaiinneerrss        
CCuurrrriieerrss        
CCuuttlleerrss        

DDiissttiilllleerrss        
DDyyeerrss          

EEnnggiinneeeerrss  
EEnniivvrroonnmmeennttaall  CClleeaanneerrss  

FFaannmmaakkeerrss            

  

FFaarrmmeerrss    
FFaarrrriieerrss            

FFeellttmmaakkeerrss  ((&&  HHaattbbaanndd  MMaakkeerrss))  
FFiirreeffiigghhtteerrss  

FFlleettcchheerrss          
FFoouunnddeerrss        

FFrraammeewwoorrkk  KKnniitttteerrss        
FFrruuiitteerreerrss      

FFuueelllleerrss    
FFuurrnniittuurree  MMaakkeerrss  

GGaarrddeenneerrss        
GGiirrddlleerrss          

GGllaassss  SSeelllleerrss          
GGllaazziieerrss            
GGlloovveerrss            

GGoollddee  &&  SSiillvveerr  WWyyrree    
DDrraawweerrss        

GGuunnmmaakkeerrss          
HHoorrnneerrss          

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  TTeecchhnnoollooggiissttss  
IInnnnhhoollddeerrss            

IInnssuurreerrss    
JJooiinneerrss  ((&&  CCeeiilleerrss))          

LLaauunnddeerreerrss  
LLeeaatthheerrsseelllleerrss        

LLiigghhttmmoonnggeerrss  
LLoonnggbboowwssttrriinnggmmaakkeerrss        

LLoorriinneerrss        
MMaakkeerrss  ooff    PPllaayyiinngg  CCaarrddss        

MMaarrkkeettoorrss    
MMaassoonnss            
MMaasstteerr  MMaarriinneerrss    

MMuussiicciiaannss      
NNeeeeddlleemmaakkeerrss          

PPaaiinntteerr--SSttaaiinneerrss        

  

PPaarriisshh  CClleerrkkss      
PPaatttteennmmaakkeerrss        

PPaavviioorrss        
PPeewwtteerreerrss           

PPiinnmmaakkeerrss      
PPllaaiisstteerreerrss      
PPlluummbbeerrss        

((FFeelllloowwsshhiipp))  PPoorrtteerrss      
PPoouulltteerrss        

SSaaddddlleerrss          
SScciieennttiiffiicc  IInnssttrruummeenntt  MMaakkeerrss  

SSccrriivveenneerrss        
SShhiippwwrriigghhttss       

SSiillkk  TThhrroowweerrss      
SSooaappmmaakkeerrss          

SSoolliicciittoorrss    
SSppeeccttaaccllee  MMaakkeerrss       

SSttaarrcchhmmaakkeerrss    
SSttaattiioonneerrss  ((&&  NNeewwssppaappeerr  

MMaakkeerrss))         

TTaacckklleehhoouussee  &&TTiicckkeett  PPoorrtteerrss  
      

TTaallllooww  CChhaannddlleerrss        
TTiinn  PPllaattee  WWoorrkkeerrss        
TToobbaaccccoo  PPiippee  MMaakkeerrss    

TTuurrnneerrss        
TTyylleerrss  &&  BBrriicckkllaayyeerrss      

UUpphhoollddeerrss        
WWaatteerr  CCoonnsseerrvvaattoorrss  

WWaatteerrmmeenn  &&LLiigghhtteerrmmeenn  
WWaaxx  CChhaannddlleerrss        

WWeeaavveerrss        
WWhheeeellwwrriigghhttss      
WWooooddmmoonnggeerrss      
WWoooollmmeenn       

WWoorrlldd  TTrraaddeerrss  
  ==  eexxiisstteedd  11770000’’ss  &&  eeaarrlliieerr  

((111166  ccoommppaannyy’’ss  nnootteedd  iinncclluuddiinngg  ddeeffuunncctt  oonneess;;aa  
ffeeww  mmaayy  llaacckk  lliivveerryy;;  nneeww  oonneess  mmaayy  bbee  oommiitttteedd))  

  

  ==  rreeccoorrddss  aatt  CCoommppaannyy  
  ==  rreeccoorrddss  aatt  GGuuiillddhhaallll  

  

==  rreeccoorrddss  aatt  LLDDSS  FFaammiillyy  
HHiissttoorryy  LLiibbrraarryy  



 


