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Prayer and Personal Revelation

“It isthe privilege of the children of God to come
to God and get revelation.”

From the Life of Joseph Smith

By June 1829, many important events in the unfolding res-
toration of the gospel had already occurred. The heavens had
been opened at the time of the First Vision and God had again
spoken to men on earth. The Prophet Joseph Smith had received
the Book of Mormon plates and was translating their sacred mes-
sage. The holy priesthood had been restored, and the ordinance
of baptism had been made available to God’s children. Each of
these events had occurred in answer to prayer as the Prophet
sought guidance from the Lord.

As the work of translation drew to a close, the Prophet once
again sought direction from the Lord. Because Moroni had in-
structed Joseph not to show the plates to anyone unless he was
commanded to do so, Joseph had felt very much alone and heav-
ily burdened with his responsibility as he translated the plates.
However, he had discovered from the record itself that the Lord
would provide three special witnesses who would testify to the
world that the Book of Mormon was true (see 2 Nephi 11:3;
Ether 5:2-4).

“Almost immediately after we had made this discovery,” Joseph
Smith recalled, “it occurred to Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer
and . . . Martin Harris (who had come to inquire after our prog-
ress in the work) that they would have me inquire of the Lord to
know if they might not obtain of him the privilege to be these
three special witnesses.”! The Prophet prayed for direction and
received a revelation declaring that the three men would be per-
mitted to see the plates, as well as the sword of Laban, the Urim
and Thummim, and the Liahona (see D&C 17).
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In June 1829, Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Joseph Smith were privileged
to see Moroni and the gold plates. A short time later on the same day,
Martin Harris also saw the angel and the plates.
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A few days later, the Prophet and the three men went into the
woods near the Whitmer home in Fayette, New York, and began
to pray for this great privilege to be granted to them. Martin with-
drew, feeling unworthy. The Prophet recorded what then occurred:
“We . . . had not been many minutes engaged in prayer, when
presently we beheld a light above us in the air, of exceeding
brightness; and behold, an angel [Moroni] stood before us. In his
hands he held the plates which we had been praying for these to
have a view of. He turned over the leaves one by one, so that we
could see them, and discern the engravings thereon distinctly.”?
The men also heard the voice of God testifying of the truthfulness
of the translation and commanding them to bear record of what
they had seen and heard. Joseph then went to find Martin, who
was praying elsewhere in the woods. They prayed together and
saw the same vision and heard the same voice.

Joseph Smith’s mother, who was visiting the Prophet in Fayette
at this time, recalled her son’s joy and relief after this manifesta-
tion: “When Joseph came in [to the Whitmer home], he threw
himself down beside me. ‘Father! Mother!” said he, ‘you do not
know how happy I am. The Lord has caused the plates to be
shown to three more besides me, who have also seen an angel
and will have to testify to the truth of what I have said, for they
know for themselves that I do not go about to deceive the peo-
ple. And I do feel as though I was relieved of a dreadful burden
which was almost too much for me to endure. But they will now
have to bear a part, and it does rejoice my soul that I am not any
longer to be entirely alone in the world.” 3

Throughout his life, Joseph Smith would turn to God in prayer
to seek the help and guidance he needed. A Church member
recalled hearing him pray in Kirtland, Ohio, at a time of great
personal difficulty: “Never until then had I heard a man address
his Maker as though He was present listening as a kind father
would listen to the sorrows of a dutiful child. . . . There was no
ostentation, no raising of the voice as by enthusiasm, but a plain
conversational tone, as a man would address a present friend. It
appeared to me as though, in case the veil were taken away, I
could see the Lord standing facing His humblest of all servants I
had ever seen.”
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Teachings of Joseph Smith

God will hear our prayers and speak to us today,
just as He spoke to the ancient Saints.

“Seeing that the Lord has never given the world to understand
by anything heretofore revealed that he had ceased forever to
speak to his creatures when sought unto in a proper manner,
why should it be thought a thing incredible that he should be
pleased to speak again in these last days for their salvation?

“Perhaps you may be surprised at this assertion, that I should
say for the salvation of his creatures in these last days, since we
have already in our possession a vast volume of his word which
he has previously given. But you will admit that the word spoken
to Noah was not sufficient for Abraham, or it was not required
of Abraham to leave the land of his nativity and seek an inheri-
tance in a strange country upon the word spoken to Noah, but
for himself he obtained promises at the hand of the Lord and
walked in that perfection that he was called the friend of God.
Isaac, the promised seed, was not required to rest his hope upon
the promises made to his father, Abraham, but was privileged
with the assurance of his approbation in the sight of heaven by
the direct voice of the Lord to him.

“If one man can live upon the revelations given to another,
might not I with propriety ask, why the necessity, then, of the
Lord speaking to Isaac as he did, as is recorded in the 26th chap-
ter of Genesis? For the Lord there repeats, or rather promises
again, to perform the oath which he had previously sworn unto
Abraham. And why this repetition to Isaac? Why was not the first
promise as sure for Isaac as it was for Abraham? Was not Isaac
Abraham’s son? And could he not place implicit confidence in
the word of his father as being a man of God? Perhaps you may
say that he was a very peculiar man and different from men in
these last days; consequently, the Lord favored him with bless-
ings peculiar and different, as he was different from men in this
age. I admit that he was a peculiar man and was not only pecu-
liarly blessed, but greatly blessed. But all the peculiarity that I
can discover in the man, or all the difference between him and
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men in this age, is that he was more holy and more perfect
before God and came to him with a purer heart and more faith
than men in this day.

“The same might be said on the subject of Jacob’s history. Why
was it that the Lord spake to him concerning the same promise
after he had made it once to Abraham and renewed it to Isaac?
Why could not Jacob rest contented upon the word spoken to
his fathers?

“When the time of the promise drew nigh for the deliverance
of the children of Israel from the land of Egypt, why was it nec-
essary that the Lord should begin to speak to them? The promise
or word to Abraham was that his seed should serve in bondage
and be afflicted four hundred years, and after that they should
come out with great substance. Why did they not rely upon this
promise and, when they had remained in Egypt in bondage four
hundred years, come out without waiting for further revelation,
but act entirely upon the promise given to Abraham that they
should come out? . . .

“. .. I may believe that Enoch walked with God. I may believe
that Abraham communed with God and conversed with angels.
I may believe that Isaac obtained a renewal of the covenant made
to Abraham by the direct voice of the Lord. I may believe that
Jacob conversed with holy angels and heard the word of his
Maker, that he wrestled with the angel until he prevailed and
obtained a blessing. I may believe that Elijah was taken to heaven
in a chariot of fire with fiery horses. I may believe that the saints
saw the Lord and conversed with him face to face after his res-
urrection. I may believe that the Hebrew church came to Mount
Zion and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to an innumerable company of angels. I may believe that
they looked into eternity and saw the Judge of all, and Jesus, the
Mediator of the new covenant.

“But will all this purchase an assurance for me, or waft me to
the regions of eternal day with my garments spotless, pure, and
white? Or, must I not rather obtain for myself, by my own faith
and diligence in keeping the commandments of the Lord, an
assurance of salvation for myself? And have I not an equal
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privilege with the ancient saints? And will not the Lord hear my
prayers and listen to my cries as soon as he ever did to theirs if
I come to him in the manner they did?”>

We can make everything we undertake a subject of prayer.

Sarab Granger Kimball reported: “In the School of the
Prophets . . . , when Joseph Smith was giving instruction to the
brethren, he told them to make everything they undertook a
subject of prayer.”®

“Seek to know God in your closets, call upon him in the fields.
Follow the directions of the Book of Mormon, and pray over,
and for your families, your cattle, your flocks, your herds, your
corn, and all things that you possess [see Alma 34:18-27]; ask
the blessing of God upon all your labors, and everything that you
engage in.””

“Slack not your duties in your families, but call upon God for
his blessings upon you, and your families, upon your flocks and

/ A

“Slack not your duties in your families, but call upon God
for bis blessings upon you, and your families.”
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herds, and all that pertains to you—that you may have peace and
prosperity—and while you are doing this, ‘pray for the peace of
Zion, for they shall prosper that love her.” [See Psalm 122:6.]"8

A prayer the Prophet recorded in August 1842 shows bis de-
sire for wisdom from God: “O Thou, who seest and knowest the
hearts of all men . . . , look down upon Thy servant Joseph at this
time; and let faith on the name of Thy Son Jesus Christ, to a
greater degree than Thy servant ever yet has enjoyed, be con-
ferred upon him, even the faith of Elijah; and let the lamp of
eternal life be lit up in his heart, never to be taken away; and let
the words of eternal life be poured upon the soul of Thy servant,
that he may know Thy will, Thy statutes, and Thy command-
ments, and Thy judgments, to do them. As the dews upon Mount
Hermon, may the distillations of Thy divine grace, glory, and
honor, in the plenitude of Thy mercy, and power, and goodness,
be poured down upon the head of Thy servant.”

When we pray in faith and simplicity, we receive the
blessings God sees fit to bestow upon us.

“Supplicate at the throne of grace, that the Spirit of the Lord
may always rest upon you. Remember that without asking we
can receive nothing; therefore, ask in faith, and ye shall receive
such blessings as God sees fit to bestow upon you. Pray not with
covetous hearts that ye may consume it upon your lusts, but pray
earnestly for the best gifts [see D&C 46:8-9].71°

“Virtue is one of the most prominent principles that enables
us to have confidence in approaching our Father who is in
heaven in order to ask wisdom at his hand. Therefore, if thou
wilt cherish this principle in thine heart, thou mayest ask with all
confidence before him and it shall be poured out upon thine
head [see D&C 121:45-46].”"!

“Let the prayers of the Saints to heaven appear, that they may
enter into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, for the effectual
prayers of the righteous avail much [see James 5:16].”12

Henry W. Bigler recalled: “Speaking about praying to our
Father in heaven, I once heard Joseph Smith remark, ‘Be plain
and simple and ask for what you want, just like you would go to
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a neighbor and say, I want to borrow your horse to go to [the]
mill.” 713

We can receive personal revelation through the Holy Ghost.

“It is the privilege of the children of God to come to God and
get revelation. . . . God is not a respecter of persons; we all have
the same privilege.”'*

“We believe that we have a right to revelations, visions, and
dreams from God, our heavenly Father; and light and intelli-
gence, through the gift of the Holy Ghost, in the name of Jesus
Christ, on all subjects pertaining to our spiritual welfare; if it so
be that we keep his commandments, so as to render ourselves
worthy in his sight.”?>

“A person may profit by noticing the first intimation of the
spirit of revelation; for instance, when you feel pure intelligence
flowing into you, it may give you sudden strokes of ideas, so that
by noticing it, you may find it fulfilled the same day or soon;
(i.e.) those things that were presented unto your minds by the
Spirit of God, will come to pass; and thus by learning the Spirit
of God and understanding it, you may grow into the principle of
revelation, until you become perfect in Christ Jesus.”!¢

“I have an old edition of the New Testament in the Latin,
Hebrew, German and Greek languages. . . . I thank God that I
have got this old book; but I thank him more for the gift of the
Holy Ghost. I have got the oldest book in the world; but I have
got the oldest book in my heart, even the gift of the Holy Ghost.
... The Holy Ghost . . . is within me, and comprehends more
than all the world; and I will associate myself with him.”'”

“No man can receive the Holy Ghost without receiving reve-
lations. The Holy Ghost is a revelator.”!8

Jobn Taylor, while serving as President of the Quorum of the
Twelve, reported: “1 well remember a remark that Joseph Smith
made to me upwards of forty years ago. Said he, ‘Elder Taylor,
you have been baptized, you have had hands laid upon your
head for the reception of the Holy Ghost, and you have been
ordained to the holy priesthood. Now, if you will continue to fol-
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low the leadings of that spirit, it will always lead you right. Some-
times it might be contrary to your judgment; never mind that,
follow its dictates; and if you be true to its whisperings it will in
time become in you a principle of revelation so that you will
know all things.” "1

Suggestions for Study and Teaching

Consider these ideas as you study the chapter or as you prepare
to teach. For additional help, see pages vii—xii.

Note the importance of prayer in the experience of Joseph
Smith and the Three Witnesses of the Book of Mormon (pages
125-27). How has prayer influenced your own experiences
with the Book of Mormon? What other aspects of your life are
influenced by prayer?

What are your thoughts as you read the paragraph at the bot-
tom of page 127? As you ponder this statement, consider what
you might do to improve the way you “address [your] Maker.”

Why can’t we rely solely on revelations from the past? (For
some examples, see pages 128-30.) Why do we need continu-
ing, personal revelation?

Review the section that begins on page 130. Identify the
Prophet’s teachings concerning when we should pray and
what we should pray about. How might these teachings help
you in your personal prayers? How might they help families
with family prayer?

Study the Prophet’s teachings on pages 131-32 about how we
should pray. What is the value of using “plain and simple” lan-
guage when we pray? How does living righteously give us con-
fidence in approaching our Heavenly Father in prayer? What
has helped you gain a testimony that God hears and answers
prayers?

Read the third full paragraph on page 132. When have you
profited from noticing “the first intimation” of the Spirit
prompting you? How can we learn to immediately recognize
the whisperings of the Spirit when they come?
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Related Scriptures: 1 Kings 19:11-12; James 1:5-6; Helaman 5:30;
3 Nephi 18:18-21; D&C 6:22-23; 8:2-3; 88:63-65
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